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Live from Times Sq

Local 802’s annual holiday party will
take place at the union on Wednesday,
Dec. 19 at 5 p.m. As usual, there will be
plenty of food and good cheer. Mark it on
your calendar now!

SAVE THE DATE!

OCTOBER 2007
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WALTER KARLING

roadway on Broadway — the
B League’s annual revue of

Broadway musicals in Times
Square — came back this year with far
less tape and far more live music.

This reverses a recent trend that
had caused the Music Performance
Fund to remove Broadway on Broad-
way from its list of sponsored events
last year.

In 2005, eight of the shows were
using pre-recorded tracks instead of
the 30-piece live orchestra conducted
by 802 member Paul Gemignani.

As aresult, the Music Performance
Fund — one of Broadway on Broad-
way’s major sponsors — had with-
drawn its support.

This year, the League attempted to
reverse the situation.

Producers agreed to limit the
amount of pre-recorded music and
encourage shows to perform to live
music if at all possible.

With that stipulation, Local 802
contacted the MPF and asked them
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to reverse last year’s position. The
fund agreed.

“I'm pleased that we were able to
work together cooperatively to make
sure the public gets the show they de-
serve, complete with live music,” said
802 President Mary Landolfi.”

MPF Trustee John Hall told Alle-
gro, “Only live music captures the
magic of living theatre, and the Mu-
sic Performance Fund is pleased to
sponsor the live music performed by
the professional musicians of Local
802 at the 2007 celebration of Broad-
way on Broadway.”

The performance took place on
Sept. 16 in Times Square.

Audiences love Broadway on
Broadway, since it’s a chance to see
slices of Broadway shows outdoors
and for free. But audiences also de-
serve live music.

Given that the League appears to
be building a positive relationship
with Local 802, we hope this spirit of
cooperation will continue.

rganizing is the heart of the
O labor movement, and earlier

this year Local 802 hosted
the AFL-CIO’s Organizing Insti-
tute. This three-day immersion
takes progressive rank-and-file
workers or other unionists and puts
them in charge of a simulated cam-
paign. House calls, committee
strategies, and active listening are
all important themes.

Local 802 sent two of its staff
members: Broadway rep Ed Tilgh-
man and jazz rep Todd Weeks.
(Tilghman and Weeks are new to
802; they’ll be introduced in Alle-
gro once they pass their six-month
probation.)

Both agree that it was an eye-
opening experience and very useful
training for their new jobs.

“The most valuable part of the

Local 802 hosts Organizing Institute

experience was in meeting the peo-
ple who had come to participate,”
Tilghman told Allegro. “The college
grads, who were going to be sent off
to work with a union anywhere in
the country, were as idealistic as the
steelworkers from Ohio and the
taxi-drivers from here in the city.”
Jazz rep Weeks said that he was
most inspired by “the degree of
commitment of the people in

charge of the training sessions.”

Weeks added, “Even though I
have a background in theater and
music and have seen a lot of great
speakers, watching these people get
up and speak from the heart was
awesome. It gave me the courage to
realize that I can make a difference
in the lives of a lot of people
through structures that in many
cases are already in place.”
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